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Gautam was the son of king Suddhodana. His
mother's name was Maya Devi. According to tradition,
prince Gautama grew up n the royal palace amidst
pleasure and prosperit}’- King Suddhodang paid utmost
attention to the happiness of his son; but the son was
of a different nature. The pleasures of the palace were
painful to him. From childhood young Gautama
remained detached and thoughtful. As he grew up in

years, he gradually drew away from worldly happiness.
At this Suddhodana tried his best to engage the mind
of the son in worldly affiars. When Gautama was only

sixteen, his marriage was performed with beautiful
Yosodhara. |
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Take the case HiranyakaShipu. When he was the

King of the three worlds, he trigq ¢, catch hold of and
destroy him. Now how cap 5 mere mortal being

destory the Lord of the Univerge ? But that wag just

what Hiranyakashipu tried to do. He looked for Sri

Hari in all the Worlds, through this World, through
Swarga, through the nether world and ultimately up to
Vaikuntha. Not finding Him there, he concluded, "My
brother's Slayer, Hari must have gone to that place

from where there is no return.
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